The Pope and the United States   J47
I have entertained the greatest admiration for this young
and vigorous people. I have read much about America
and have often wished to be able to visit it. Now it
would be impossible, but I am happy to think that I can
give a hearty welcome to Americans who may come to see
me here. Tell them I send them my Blessing with all my
heart. The Washington Conference has done much for
the pacification of the world, and my great desire is to
contribute to the re-establishment of peace and harmony
amongst the nations, America has shown that she was not
animated by selfishness during the War and after, and God
will bless her for it."
Such was the official opening for America of the new
Pope's reign, but all through that reign there have been
signs that the Pope and the Vatican grow daily more
nervous about the position of the Church in the United
States.
A little over a hundred years ago Macaulay wrote that
there were a hundred and fifty million Catholics in the
world. To-day that figure has been increased to three
hundred and fifty million, and the majority of that increase
has been in the New World* The Vatican knows only too
well that of the increase of population in the Old World,
the Catholic percentage has decreased rather than in-
creased. To-day the membership of the Catholic Church
in the New World nearly equals the entire Catholic
population of the Old World. Whereas in 1914 there
were one thousand residential Bishops' Sees in the world,
there are to-day over eleven hundred, and most of the
new ones are in the United States,
America now has four hundred bishops to Europe's six
hundred and fifty, and at this rate the New World will